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WCS advocates for justice and community safety, providing innovative opportunities for individuals to overcome adversity. ofGreater Wiwaukee






State Senator Alberta Darling







April 15, 2013
Room 317 East
State Capitol
P.O. Box 7882
Madison, WI 53707-7882 

Senator Darling:

Wisconsin Community Services (WCS) is the largest private, non-profit provider of services to offenders in the State of Wisconsin.  Founded in 1912, WCS operates four pretrial intoxicated driver programs in eastern Wisconsin, an alcohol treatment court in Waukesha County, and utilizes the highly-effective SCRAM™ (Secure Continuous Remote Alcohol Monitoring) technology for hundreds of persons who have a pending case or are convicted of Operating While Intoxicated (OWI) each year.  In 2012, the SCRAM™ full compliance rate under WCS supervision was over 96 percent.  

WCS applauds your efforts to reform the OWI laws in our state and is hopeful that you will work with your colleagues and Department of Transportation officials who have experience with intoxicated driver programs to achieve the passage of bills that are not just symbolic, but effective, in lowering the incidence of drinking and driving in Wisconsin.

Alcohol treatment court research consistently demonstrates that the reasons for alcohol related driving offenses are highly individualized and require intervention approaches that will be most effective for each person’s risk and need of re-offending.  This most often means out-patient treatment at the early stages (one/first conviction), a combination of out-patient treatment and confinement for lower-level repeat offenders (two to five convictions), and treatment during confinement for higher-level repeat offenders who are a clear threat to public safety (six or more convictions).  

If the goal is to reduce the incidence of drinking and driving in Wisconsin, the Legislature must lay out an array of proven interventions in the statutes that require a treatment component in addition to confinement, fines, and felony enhancements, such as referral by the judge to a pretrial intoxicated driver program, alcohol treatment court, or day reporting center, in combination with a continuous remote alcohol monitoring device. 




WCS encourages revisions to SB58 and SB60 as follows:
· Completion of an out-patient OWI treatment or education with an optional monitoring program for anyone who has a first OWI conviction in Wisconsin in lieu of confinement.  This will save the state money, as the number of persons with first-time OWI convictions is far more than any other category of OWI offenders, and will increase public safety, as it has been shown that jail time does not deter first-time OWI offenders from re-offending, but a targeted intervention that addresses the behavior, possible alcoholism, and decision-making, does.

· Completion of an out-patient OWI treatment and monitoring program for anyone who has a second through fifth OWI conviction in Wisconsin and direction of judges to stay a portion of the incarceration period pending program compliance/completion using various successful and cost-effective interventions, such as a continuous remote alcohol monitoring device.  This will save the state money and will be more effective in reducing re-offense than confinement and payment of fines.  

· Confinement and felony charges as laid out in SB58 and SB60 for anyone who has a sixth or greater OWI conviction in Wisconsin.  These persons should also be assigned to receive treatment while in confinement; they should NOT have an out-patient treatment option.

WCS looks forward to the successful passage this session of laws that will achieve safer roads as well as address the treatment needs of those who are convicted of driving while intoxicated to minimize repeat offenses.  Should you have any additional questions about our recommendations to enhance your efforts, please contact Nichole Yunk Todd, the Director of Policy & Research for our organization, at 414-343-3581 or ntodd@wiscs.org.  Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,



Holly Patzer
Executive Director, Wisconsin Community Services, Inc. (WCS)

Cc:   The Honorable Scott Walker, Governor
  
   Secretary Mark Gottlieb, Wisconsin Department of Transportation
  
   Secretary Edward Wall, Wisconsin Department of Corrections
  
   State Senate Committee on Transportation, Public Safety, and Veterans and Military   Affairs 
  
   State Assembly Committee on Transportation
  
   Authors and co-sponsors of 2013 SB58 and SB60
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